
5

Lesson 3	 God Gives Us Cacti

Vocabulary
chlorophyll: (klōr ә fil) the green matter of plants that is necessary for a plant to make 

food for itself
photosynthesis: (fō tō sin′ thә sәs) process by which green plants make food for the 

plant to grow
spines: sharp-pointed, stiff growth on plants and animals. The thorns on rose bushes 

and cacti are spines.
vibrate: to move back and forth very fast

	 Pronounce these words to someone.

	Read Chapter 12 (pages 58-61) in the textbook. 

	Write true if the sentence is true and false if the sentence is false.

	 1.	  Most cactus plants have prickly spines.

	 2.	  The roots of cactus plants are spread close to the surface of the ground.

	 3.	  There is little variety in size and shape in the cactus family.

	 4.	  Cacti do not have any useful purpose.

	 5.	  The jumping cholla cactus jumps when it is afraid of predators.

	 6.	  God gave some plants spines to protect them from animals.

	 7.	  Liquid from the stem of the barrel cactus has saved people’s lives.

	Complete this activity.

	 8.	 Label each part of the plant.

stem
roots
seeds
leaf
flower

a.

c.
e.

d.

b.



	Do these exercises.

	 9.	 Three large divisions of the plant kingdom are , 

		  , and .

	 10.	 Three characteristics common to most plants are that they grow in 

		  , are stationary, and have roots, leaves, seeds, stems, and 

		  .

	 11.	 In most plants, food for the plant is made in the .

	 12.	 The  is the largest member of the cactus family.

	 13.	 The cactus stores  in its stem or barrel.

	 14.	 Most cacti grow in ,  places.

	 15.	 Cacti have  instead of leaves.

	 16.	 What four things can be made from cactus flowers and fruits?

		  	

		  	

	 17.	 Most plants have three characteristics in common.

	 	a.	Where do they grow? 

	 	b.	How are they different from animals? 

	 	c.	 What are their parts? 

	Match these items and their descriptions.

	 18.	  gives plants green color	 a. photosynthesis

	 19.	  plant anchor; pulls water from soil	 b. seed

	 20.	  produces new plants	 c. flower

	 21.	  grows toward sunlight; carries moisture and food	 d. leaf

	 22.	  changes into a fruit with seeds 	 e. stem

	 23.	  takes in carbon dioxide and makes food	 f. roots

	 24.	  plant food-making process	 g. chlorophyll
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	Do this experiment.

 	25.	Do the experiment on page 62 in the textbook.

Looking Back

	Write the name of each grass group beside its use.

	 26.	  flour, bread, cereals, and noodles

	 27.	  used for pasture and hay

	 28.	  used to make sugar

	 29.	  used to decorate lawns, parks, and gardens

	 30.	  tall and hard, used for furniture and pans

	 31.	  green lawns
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Lesson 4	 God Gives Us Ferns and Mosses

Vocabulary
frond: the long leaf of a fern
perennial: (pә rә′ nē әl) a plant that grows year after year from parts that live in the 

ground over winter
reproduce: to produce offspring of the same kind
spores: tiny cells produced by some plants, such as ferns, that have the ability to grow 

into a new plant or animal

	 Pronounce these words to someone.

	Read Chapter 13 (pages 63-64) in the textbook. 

	�Write true if the sentence is true and false if the sentence is false. Correct any false 
statements.

	 1.	  Ferns have bright showy flowers.

	 2.	  Ferns and mosses like wet shady places.

	 3.	  Ferns are perennial plants.

	 4.	  Each clump of moss consists of only one plant.

	 5.	  �Mosses hold moisture in the ground, making a good place for other plants 
to grow.

	Complete these sentences.

	 6.	 Young fern heads are called .

	 7.	 Fern leaves are called .

	 8.	 Ferns reproduce from  that are in cases on the underside of the 
leaves.

	 9.	 Rock dust and decaying moss plants make .

8



9

Lesson 4

	Answer this question.

	 10.	 Why are mosses called soil makers? 

		

		

	Do this experiment.

 	11.	Do the experiment on page 65 in the textbook.

Looking Back

	Complete these sentences.

	 12.	  is the process that plants use to change

		  , , and  into food 

		  for the plant.

	 13.	 , , and  are  
three large divisions of the plant kingdom.

	 14.	 The  of the plant make its food.

	 15.	 The flowers and fruit of the  can be eaten fresh or made into 
juice or jam.

	 16.	  makes plants green.

	 17.	 The cactus has  to protect it from animals.

	 18.	 Water from a  cactus can save the life of a lost traveler.

	 19.	 The  is the largest member of the cactus family.

	 20.	 Cacti have spines instead of  and store water in their 

		  .

	 21.	  usually grow in hot, dry places.
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	Complete this activity.

	 22.	 Label each part of the plant

	Write the plant part beside its description.

	 23.	  produce new plants

	 24.	  changes into a fruit with seeds

	 25.	  takes in carbon dioxide and releases oxygen

	 26.	  carries moisture and food to the plant

	 27.	  take moisture from the soil to provide water for the plant
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